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NOTES OF THE SOCIETY 

The annual meeting of the Middle West Branch of the Society 
will be held in Cincinnati on February 22d, 1918. The Hebrew 
Union College has extended an invitation, and the local com- 
mittee of arrangements, Messrs. Morgenstern, Grossman, Kohler, 
and Philipson, is already making provision for the entertain- 
ment of the members. The program has not been completed, 
but papers have been announced by Messrs. Breasted, Butten- 
wieser, Byrne, Fullerton, Kohler, Lybyer, Morgenstern, Olm- 
stead, Tolman, "Waterman, and Wolfenson, and others are under 
consideration. Members desiring to present communications are 
requested to inform the secretary of the Branch, A. T. Olmstead, 
Urbana, Illinois. 

The annual meeting of the Society will take place at New 
Haven on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday of Easter Week, 
April 2d, 3d, and 4th, 1918. 



NOTES OF OTHER SOCIETIES 

A joint meeting of the Archaeological Institute, the American 
Philological Association, the Society of Biblical Literature and 
Exegesis, the American Historical Association, and the Amer- 
ican Anthropological Association was held in Philadelphia at the 
University of Pennsylvania, December 26th to 29th, 1917. The 
Society of Biblical Literature held its sessions of the first day at 
Dropsie College. Several of the joint sessions were devoted 
to symposiums and topics of interest to Oriental students. On 
the 27th the following papers were presented, each one being 
followed by the remarks of an appointed opener of the discus- 
sion: "The Cosmopolitanism of the Religion of Tarsus and the 
Origin of Mithra," by A. L. Frothingham ; "Oriental Impe- 
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rialism," by A. T. Olmstead (opener, Morris Jastrow, Jr.) ; 
"Greek Imperialism," by "W. S. Ferguson (opener, W. N. 
Bates) ; "Roman Imperialism," by G. W. Botsford (opener, 
S. B. Platner) ; "The Decay of Nationalism under the Roman 
Empire," by Clifford Moore (opener, F. F. Abbott). On the 
29th the Historical Association held a conference on Far East- 
ern History, with the following papers: "The Mid- Victorian 
Attitude of Foreigners in China," by F. W. Williams; "Amer- 
ican Scholarship in Chinese History," by K. S. Latourette; 
"Twenty Years of Party Politics in Japan, 1897-1917," by 
W. W. McLaren; "The History of Naturalization Legislation 
in the United States, with Special Reference to Chinese and 
Japanese Immigration," by S. L. Gulick. There was also a 
subscription dinner conference for members of the Historical 
Association interested in Far Eastern History. At a joint ses- 
sion of the Archaeological Institute and the Society of Biblical 
Literature several papers on the archaeology of the Near East 
were presented. The meetings were thus particularly charac- 
terized by attention to Oriental questions. 

The Archaeological Institute elected as president James C. 
Egbert, and as additional vice-presidents A. T. Clay, H. R. 
Fairclough, H. N. Fowler, Frank Springer; the other officers 
were re-elected. 

The Society of Biblical Literature elected the following offi- 
cers: president, J. A. Montgomery; vice-president, E. J. Good- 
speed ; secretary, H. J. Cadbury ; corresponding secretary, M. L. 
Margolis ; treasurer, George Dahl. 

The governing board of the American School of Oriental 
Research in Jerusalem met in connection with the above meet- 
ings. It was felt that this was a propitious time for taking 
steps toward raising an endowment for the School and for mak- 
ing other provisions for its usefulness as soon as work can begin 
again in Jerusalem. A gift of $50,000 was announced from 
Mrs. James B. Nies, of Brooklyn, for the construction of the 
first building on the School's property. Consul Glazebrook, of 
Jerusalem, reported on the condition of the property of the 
School and gave an interesting account of conditions in Jeru- 
salem, which he left last May. Professors Torrey, Clay, and 
Ropes were re-elected, respectively, chairman, secretary, and 
treasurer of the Managing Committee. 
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We quote the following from the Literary Supplement of the 

London Times: — 

The two oldest European organizations for the advancement of Oriental 
learning — the Soci6t6 Asiatique, which began its activities in 1822, and the 
Royal Asiatic Society, which came into existence a year later — have con- 
eluded an agreement in the last few days for close and practical co-operation. 
It is felt that the most effective preparation for a wider federation of 
Allied Orientalists is for the two older societies to constitute a nucleus 
which may be a point d'appui for similar organizations. One of the objects 
of the scheme is that of replacing by a better, more speedy, and less 
cumbrous organization the old Orientalist Congresses, which met triennially 
in various European capitals. The last of these congresses was held in 
Athens in 1912, and the one in prospect before the war for 1915 was to 
assemble in London. 

The Hyderabad Archaeological Society announces the insti- 
tution of the 'Pinhey Memorial Gold Medal,' to be awarded 
triennially for the best work on Deccan archaeology or history. 
Theses for the first competition, which is open to scholars in any 
part of the world, will be received up to the end of October, 
1918. 

Those interested in the science of phonetics will be glad to 
learn of the formation in New York, during the past summer, 
of the Phonetic Society, whose object is, as implied in its name, 
'the advancement of the organized knowledge of the sounds of 
human speech in general, and of the sounds and combinations 
of sounds which characterize the different languages of the 
world.' While necessarily local and limited in its activities at 
the start, this society looks forward to a wider membership 
and larger field of usefulness. Its first president is Dr. Charles 
P. G. Scott; its secretary is Robert Morris Pierce (143 West 
47th Street, New York City), who will supply additional infor- 
mation on request. 



